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Dear Ms Merron,

Please be aware of my continued personal opposition to the F5 road scheme, planned for the A127/A1159 Priory Crescent, Southend on Sea, Essex. I understand that compulsory purchase and side roads orders were granted after a full local Public Inquiry in March 2004, but that an outcome is still awaited from your office, with regard to outstanding funding.

Information presented at the Inquiry showed costing for the scheme increasing significantly, taking into account additional modifications proposed and discussed at the time. Latest figures to be made publicly available by the local authority, regarding funding necessary to guarantee the project start, reached £20.51m as of July 2005 (upper authority estimate), for just 870 metres and two lanes of new carriageway.

I also understand that 111 trees will require felling to facilitate construction, including nine within the current park fenced boundary. Mitigation measures put forward include replanting with significantly less mature examples in most cases, at locations as distant as Royal Artillery Way and Progress Road, at the town boundary some 2.5 miles away. I believe that this in no way constitutes mitigation, and will not compensate for the destruction of the recently discovered East Saxon king’s burial, or siting of the carriageway in such a sensitive part of our town.
It is my belief that the F5 scheme, originally put forward as part of the 2001/2–2005/6 Local Transport Plan (LTP) will not ease congestion, and therefore will fail to benefit local people, who demand that Priory Park and the burial site be left unspoilt for future generations to enjoy. Funding should be used in a more appropriate and less destructive manner on true integrated transport policies, if congestion and quality of life issues are to be addressed, as part of the subsequent LTP 2 period from 2006 onwards.

As a concerned local resident, I therefore call upon you to take into account my opposition to the F5 road scheme, in your capacity as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State; to reject the bid for the cash shortfall, now standing at some £17m more than the original sum of £3.5m agreed in December 2001; and to cancel the remainder of the agreed funding for the scheme when it is reviewed.
        I look forward to your prompt personal response to this letter.
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Gillian Merron MP


Parliamentary Under Secretary of State,


26 Whitehall,


London, SW1A 2WH.


gillian.merron@dft.gsi.gov.uk


01522 888 688 (Lincoln office)


0207 219 4031 (Westminster office)





      (YOUR Name/Address)





(Signature)						
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Comments (please use reverse if necessary):
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Ref: F5 road scheme, A127/A1159 Priory Crescent, Southend on 


Sea. Awaited Government funding decision regarding significant


cost increase.












